We report a comparative study of two DNA extraction techniques, thermolysis and chemical lysis (CTAB), for molecular identification and genotyping of M. tuberculosis. Forty DNA samples were subjected to PCR and the results demonstrated that with thermolysis it is possible to obtain useful data that enables fast identification and genotyping. Lowenstein-Jensen medium was suspended in 300 mL of TE buffer (10 mM Tris, 1 mM EDTA pH 8.5) and subjected to 3 cycles of boiling and freezing for 20 minutes at -20ºC. In the CTAB method, the samples were inactivated by heating for 18
cultures. Several techniques for DNA extraction have been described (6, 9) , for application in distinct diagnostic methods.
Here we aimed to find a fast and easy method to extract 
